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Saint Joseph’s, Lincoln 



Bl. Sister Rosalie Rendu
Holy Family Conference

Weed, CA
On July 29, 2022, a fire broke out in Siskiyou County, which covered 60,138 
acres and was not contained until October 1st. The community of Yreka was in 
danger and was evacuated. The members of the Holy Family Conference Weed 
jumped into action, meeting evacuees at Walmart in Yreka and providing those 
in need with supplies. Subsequently, food and fuel cards were secured and 
Walmart cards from the SVDP Disaster Services Corporation obtained to 
provide to those in need. Carol Avery, President of Holy Family Conference 
Weed along with conference members Brendan and Sariya Butler and St. 
Anthony Conference Mt. Shasta Vincentians David and Janice Davis were 
present at the Local Assistance Center in Yreka on August 17th and 18th to 
meet one-on-one with those families impacted by the McKinney fires. 
Approximately 150 Intake forms were completed for individuals and families 
and Conference members continued to assist impacted families through 
follow-up calls.  (Picture #1)

Then on September 2nd, the Mill fire exploded in Weed, destroying a complete 
neighborhood and resulting in the complete evacuation of the town.

The Yreka LAC (McKinney Fire)  
with SVDP members assisting 
with intake forms: David and 
Janice Davis from St. Anthony 
Conference in Mt. Shasta and 
Carol Avery President of Holy 
Family Conference Weed. and 
Brendan and Sariya Butler Holy 
Family Conference Weed.



Bl. Sister Rosalie Rendu
Holy Family Conference

Weed, CA
The Holy Family Conference members were directly affected by the evacuations. Even 
so, the Weed Local Assistance Center was opened on September 9th in Weed near 
where the entire neighborhood was destroyed. Once again, Carol Avery, President of 
Holy Family Conference Weed along with conference member Nora Amaral secured 
WalMart cards from DSC and Grocery Outlet gift cards and fuel cards to provide to the 
impacted individuals and families. Helping as well at the LAC were St. Anthony 
Conference President Heather Breaux and conference member Jan Davis and 
members of St. Joseph Conference Redding.

Approximately 200 intake forms were used to document the assistance given and the 
potential follow-up to be provided. The center remained open for 3 days.The fire 
continued to burn until contained on September 13th

To date, the members of the Holy Family Conference continue to follow-up on all 
intake forms to ensure that all possible assistance needed was provided if possible.

Without hesitation, the members of the Holy Family Conference Weed moved in to 
assist their neighbors in these times of need.  Carol Avery, the Conference President, 
said to me when I attended the LAC that “These are our neighbors in need” and we 
need to be here.

#1 In front of the destroyed neighborhood 
in Weed across from the  Local 
Assistance Center: Heather Breaux (left) 
President of St, Anthony Conference Mt. 
Shasta Carol Avery (right) President of 
Holy Family Weed Conference.

#2: The Mill Fire in Downtown Weed



Emmanuel Bailey Presidents Award
Peggy Niswander

What do you say about a person that hasn't been said a thousand 
times before? One difference to note is that often complimentary 
speeches are given by co-workers or bosses who really have no 
experience working with the honoree. In this case it's different. 

Peggy has no problem calling the upper levels of organization and 
telling them how they need to do a better job with one issue or 

another. At the same time she encourages suggestions or criticisms 
from those over whom she serves. She has no problem working 

tirelessly helping people do their work whether it's a treasurer who 
doesn't know bookkeeping or a conference president who can't find 

their bylaws and doesn't know what to look for or where they should 
be looking. She manages to do this without sounding impatient or 
condescending. She is organized, competent and always willing to 
give of her time and talents. Peggy Niswander is the epitome of a 

true servant leader.



Sr. Louise De Marillac Award
 Maria Sanchez

Maria Sanchez was the first president of the Gridley, St Joseph SVDP Conference and 
served there for the last 6 years. She is currently the vice president of the Placer, Sutter, 
Yuba, Butte District Council. She exemplifies the good and holy servant that was Sister 
Marillac. When speaking with Maria, one is reminded of the way she values the people 

around her and her mission to serve anyone in need. She answers the calls for help, with 
her spiritual inspiration in both prayers and her words of compassion.

Quoting the current Gridley president, “She is selfless in her vocation as a Vincentian. 
Her time is never too limited, and her heart is filled daily with tending to the needy. She 

makes the job seem effortless as if it was never a burden. She never appears 
overwhelmed and no problem seems to be insurmountable.” 

She continues to inspire me with one of her most valued Vincentian beliefs when she 
says, “We are all placed upon this earth to help and serve each other. 



Top Hat Award
Brian Powers

BRIAN POWERS

Brian started with Holy Spirit St. Vincent de Paul called 
Transition to Permanent Housing Solutions (TPHS). Brian has 
consulted with me and our leadership on some very difficult 
cases concerning individuals and families in need 
 
Brian recognizes the long-term needs of the people and families 
he helps, and of the St. Vincent de Paul program. This past year, 
he has written numerous grant proposals to non-profit 
organizations, and companies for help and has applied for further 
funding.

Brian’s commitment to his work has been his establishment and 
dedicated management of the Advocacy for the Homeless 
program, and also the Tiny Homes studies for the diocese. One 
other endearing aspect of Brian worth noting is just how humble 
he is, and how he does not like to take credit. He simply helps to 
help.



St.Mary / St. Joseph
Vacaville - Solano District Council

Veronica “Tiny” Tosh

Before coming to Vacaville, “Tiny” was a St. Vincent 
Ferrer member in Vallejo. She has been District 
Treasurer for the past 9 years. In true Vincentian Spirit, 
whenever a volunteer is needed for a project she is first 
in line to volunteer. She exemplifies the spirit of the 
Society when helping Vacaville residents who are in 
need.



St.Mary’s / Sacred Heart Conference
Sacramento/ Yolo Metro District Council

Michael Carroll

Michael served our Conference as President for the first 6 
years. He demonstrated good leadership and helped 
members make home visits. Now as our Conference 
Spiritual director, he helps us review The Rule and 
discern God’s presence in our meetings.



St. Joseph’s Conference
Lincoln / Placer, Yuba, Sutter, Butte District Council

Pat Quinn

Pat has been a member of our conference for nine 
years. She orders and stocks the pantry with 
toiletries on a monthly basis. Pat is also a regular 
participant in our monthly meetings.



St. Joseph’s Conference
Elk Grove / South Sacramento District Council

Joan Zeelig

Joan is a new member of our conference. She 
attended our monthly meeting in March this year 
and when she learned of our need for help with 
our phone log and heard the services we provide, 
Joan did not hesitate to offer her time and talent, 
as this is what she did professionally before 
retirement. Her knowledge and expertise in call 
screening makes such a difference for the people 
we served through August.



St. Joseph Conference 
 Elk Grove - South Sacramento District Council

 Rachel Crane

Rachel is a long time Vincentian, serving our 
conference for 13 years. She is committed, 
reliable, and a great team player in all our 
ministry of services: bundle weekend, 
commemorative brick campaign, Christmas 
giving tree, baby bottle drive, selling raffle 
tickets for annual benefit for the poor, and 
annual parish festival- our source of income to 
continue to work with helping our neighbors in 
need.



St. James Conference
Davis - Yolo/Metro District Council

Virginia “Ginny” Cahill

Virginia “Ginny “Cahill is a very active 
member of the St. James St. Vincent de Paul 
Conference. Ginny is currently the 
conference secretary, expertly taking 
minutes. She has been the organizer for the 
St. James contribution to Mary House, and 
post-pandemic helping with sandwich and 
lunch making for the Davis-based 
Grace-in-Action lunch program. Ginny has 
been a generous donor to the St. James.



Divine Savior
Orangevale - Sacramento East District Council

Cathy Corona

Cathy Corona is our Conference Treasurer.  
After the untimely death of our two previous 
presidents, Cathy and another member took 
control of our Conference finances. This 
required the filing of back tax forms, a review of 
the Conference’s previous bank records. Cathy 
helped the Conference start a new bank account 
and put our financial house in order.  Cathy and 
I met with Divine Savior’s new Pastor and 
explained the role of the Society.  



St. Joseph
Rio Vista - Solano District Council

Beverly Hiatt

Beverly Hiatt was one of the founding members of our St. 
Joseph Rio Vista St. Vincent De Paul Conference in 2014. 
Bev has faithfully and efficiently served as Secretary of our 
Conference since February 2020. She has a generous spirit 
and is always willing to help with Any project. Bev has been 
a great asset and resource to our conference, as she has 
much Knowledge about client resources. She is the 
coordinator for her team, managing the team duty schedule. 
Bev was our “go to” girl about the HEAP program, organized 
the Blessing Bags Project, and has been an integral part of 
many other projects, including our: Friends of the Poor 
Walk, the Christmas Basket Project, Backpack Project, 
Children’s Clothing Exchange, and Fire Victim Response. as 
well as the Lenten Soup Supper. Beverly Hiatt truly 
exemplifies a generous and caring Vincentian spirit. 



St. Martin
Esparto - Yolo/Metro District Council

Gabe Galvan

Gabe is being nominated due to his unending 
energy and charity for our community. In 
addition to being our Conference Spiritual 
advisor, Gabe spearheads all of our fundraising 
activities, including doing the cooking and 
coordinating all the volunteers. Gabe is never 
too busy to make a home visit and always 
approach folks with God’s love and respect. 



St. Anthony
Winters - Yolo/Metro District Council

Dorothy O’Neil

Dorothy is the spiritual advisor for our 
conference. At every meeting she brings all of 
us together to reflect on our work as 
Vincentians. She challenges us to think about 
our faith, our mission, our lives and how we can 
be better at delivering on the purpose of the 
Society of St Vincent de Paul. Dorothy always 
brings prayer into her discussions with those in 
need, helping them to see the mercy of Christ.



St. Dominic
Benicia - Solano District Council

Diane Dawes

Diane deserves the Award for 3 reasons. Her positive 
impact on the Conference’s spiritual growth, her service 
to the lonely and shut-in members of the Community, and 
her work as a key member of the Home Visit team despite 
personal health challenges. Diane’s strengthens the 
spirituality of the Conference by regularly sharing with 
fellow Members her powerful insight into her relationship 
with God and how He strengthens her as she deals with 
life challenges. Diane and her team are the face of Christ 
to these people.



St. Mel
Fair Oaks - Sacramento East District Council

Kathy Leuschen

Kathy started our ministry to the homeless at 
our conference and also the Shoe Box program 
to serve unhoused and teens in foster care in 
the San Juan School District.



St. Joseph
Auburn - Placer, Yuba, Sutter, Butte District Council

Gary Brittner

Gary, having only been affiliated with SVDP for the last 
three years, has been exemplary in his service. He excels 
at looking at the bigger picture- not just the client’s 
immediate needs. Beside serving St. Joseph Parish on the 
Financial Council and former Grand Knight of Knights of 
Columbus, he is a volunteer Chaplain at Placer Co. Jail, 
leading prayer and spiritual discussions. Gary is actively 
engaged in the St. Joseph Thrift Store on Saturdays 
where all sale proceeds are for SVDP.



Immaculate Conception
Sacramento - South Sacramento District Council

Olive Arnold

Olive has been our leader for shopping and 
giving out our Thanksgiving dinners and 
Christmas dinners for years. She always helps 
at our bake sale booth at the festival and helps 
with the Saturday distribution when asked. 
You can count on her to help with projects.



St. Anthony
Sacramento - South Sacramento District Council

Doug & Anna Skewes

Doug and Anna Skewes are appropriately recognized 
together as a team. They have both been active members of 
the St Anthony’s SVdP conference since 2016. Together 
they have been on countless home visits. Doug stepped in 
this year as our new treasurer following the sudden death 
of our previous treasurer, Fred Nichols. Doug and Anna 
are also involved in many other ministries and activities 
including (by one or both) bringing communion weekly to 
Waterleaf Assisted Living Center, Bible Study, Just Faith 
Racial Equity Series, Men’s scripture group, all while 
spending substantial time babysitting grandkids. Due to 
Doug’s mobility issues, he would not be able to accomplish 
many of the things he does without Anna’s help. They are 
truly a team.



St. Vincent Ferrer
Vallejo - Solano District Council

Flora Hankins

During COVID, Flora was very instrumental in 
contacting our friends in need. She was very 
sympathetic, loving, and caring. She showed 
great concern for the people we served. She was 
consistent and always willing to call our 
brothers and sisters on the phone, and as we 
get back to normal, to meet in person. She is 
always willing to help whenever we need her. 
She definitely went over and beyond her call of 
duty, and continues to do so every week. We owe 
it to Flora for helping our friends in need 
especially during the challenging times.



Our Lady of the Assumption
Carmichael- Sacramento East District Council

Donna Hill

Donna is a member of the Visitation teams, 
works the Food Locker 2 days a week, is at the 
Sunday collection counter, Shred Day cashier, 
and participates and works the Walk for the 
Poor. Donna is there to help whenever we need 
her. Thank you Donna for all you do for the 
OLA Conference.



Holy Spirit
Sacramento - South Sacramento District Council

Tracy Prybyla

Tracy Prybyla is one of our youngest Vincentians in her 
early thirties and came to our conference with such positive 
determination - she led the 2022 Walk for the Poor for our 
conference and has assisted our friends who call us for help 
with great love for their needs.



St. Joseph 
Redding - North State District Council

Jacque D’Amato

Jacque is a Home Visitor and serves as Vice-President 
Kindness describes Jacque as she treats our neighbors with 
respect, sincerity and empathy. She goes out of her way to 
meet neighbor’s needs, whether it be approving help with 
rent or utilities, finding a motel for the homeless or gift 
cards for clothing or food. She often says "We see Jesus in 
you", making our neighbor feel loved and expected.  Jacque 
spreads the word about SVDP and encourages people to join 
and serve. Her cheerfulness, laughter and positive attitude 
makes her a joy to be around. We see Jesus in her!



St. Basil
Vallejo - Solano District Council

Sylvia & Roosevelt Alexander

Sylvia joined St Basil Conference in approx. 2002. Over the 
years Sylvia has maintained the Christmas Giving Tree 
client list and created a form to gather information for 
Christmas gifts for children. She also coordinates with 
Catholic Charities and the Salvation Army to ensure that 
our clients are not on any of their lists. Meanwhile, for 
many years, Sylvia and Roosevelt were a team to deliver 
food to clients in need. Roosevelt helps pick up our Food 
Bank food orders and tracks the amount of food we receive 
from all sources, which assists the Conference in 
completing our annual report. Over the years, Sylvia and 
Roosevelt involved their three now-grown children to help 
with our holiday deliveries and they continue to assist us 
when they are available. Sylvia and Roosevelt, who 
celebrated 50 years of marriage earlier this year, have been 
an integral part of our Conference activities for many years 
and are well deserving of this award recognition. 



Good Shepherd Conference
Sacramento - South Sacramento District Council

Jim Lee & Sallie Law

Jim and Sallie are a husband-and-wife team that serves 
Good Shepherd Conference and its goals with true 
dedication, diligence, talent, time, and treasure 
consistently and purposefully. No job is too small and no 
job is too big. Their love of God and desire to assist their 
neighbors in whatever ways they can is their main 
objective.



St. John the Evangelist
Carmichael - Sacramento East District Council

Kathy Mitchell

Kathy has been our Conference Secretary for 5 years 
recording, transcribing and distributing our Meeting 
minutes, keeping our Membership Roster current and 
complete and a volunteer at our Food Locker, distributing 
food to the needy in our area every Wednesday for an even 
longer period of time. She is also a Lector at St. John's 
Parish and a long time Parishioner.  She richly deserves 
this Award.



St. John the Baptist Conference
Folsom - Sacramento East District Council

Thomas Giacomini
Tom Giacomini is our “go-to” volunteer for the unplanned 
needs that come up during the morning or afternoon in our 
food pantry or our clothes closet. He starts out in the 
clothing area: bringing in the donations that have been left 
in the bin and outside the doors so that they can be sorted 
and made available for our families. He assists donors with 
the items that they are donating- from clothes to lamps to 
microwaves. If needed, he also helps sort the donation. He 
assists in the food area by unloading the food donations, 
sorting, and emptying trash. He is kind to all and has a 
very relaxed attitude which is why he is pulled in different 
directions and willingly. He certainly exemplifies the 
Vincentian spirit of kindness and respect to all.



St. Katherine Drexel Conference
Amador County - Sacramento East District Council

Kevin Darr

Kevin is our past President and our Chairman of our 
Annual Walk for the Poor since it started five years ago. 
Kevin is a take charge person making sure all areas are 
covered. Kevin also assists in our Community Supper’s held 
the third Thursday of each month.  Kevin belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus and is President of the Our Lady of 
the Pines Society. 



Holy Cross Conference
West Sacramento - Yolo Metro District Council

Steve Ramirez - Palmer

Steve has served Holy Cross as our Spiritual Advisor and 
helps us out in the food recovery, food locker, clothes closet 
and our furniture delivery program. Steve’s leadership and 
desire to serve is demonstrated in all his acts of service.



Our Lady of Grace
West Sacramento - Yolo Metro District Council

Sonja & Johnny Craighton

These two, a married couple, have and are still giving hours 
of their time for the good of the poor and homeless. This 
was the sole purpose of St. Vincent de Paul.



St. Ignatius
Sacramento- Sacramento East District Council

Jean Nelson

Jean serves as our conference Spiritual Advisor. She is also 
Spiritual Advisor for the Sacramento East District 
Council. Jean is an animator, acting as a guide along our 
Vincentian pathway to holiness. Her own walk with Jesus 
serves as an example for all of us.



Our Lady of Lourdes
Sacramento - Yolo Metro District Council

Richard Kocher
What can I say about Rich Kocher? Well, first our Conference feels 
that in his role as a President he was simply awesome! He would 
approve most anyone who truly needed help. As an example: I was 
working in the Thrift Store as the contact for directing individuals to 
the Conference in their area or a Conference that would assist 
walk-ins at the Thrift Store. A young lady and her special needs 
child was going to be on the street the next day. Salvation Army had 
her on their waiting list for a place. They pushed her up to be placed 
right away. However, she needed to pay a down payment before 5pm 
that day. It was already 1:30pm. I called Rich and asked if our 
Conference could help this young lady. He said YES. As the Treasure 
for our Conference, I was able to get the down payment to them just 
in time. The young lady was able to move in the next day. I will 
always remember that situation. Rich also wore other hats within 
our Conference and it has been a pleasure working with him. Rich 
wears the Vincentian hat very well.



St. Teresa of Avila
Auburn - Placer, Yuba, Sutter, Butte District Council

Jim Morrill

Jim has been an active SVDP member of St. Teresa’s Conference 
since 2015. In 2016 he assumed the duties of Treasurer and has 
faithfully and skillfully performed those duties to the present day. 
His meticulous attention to detail and professional fiscal practices 
have enabled us to provide reliable services to the needy of our 
community. In addition Jim continues to be an active participant in 
all other activities of St. Teresa’s Conference as we attempt to serve 
the needs of the poor in our jurisdiction.


