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Living Our Rule. Serving in hope, we seek to be a transformative Society. Walking together in our journey 
towards holiness, we seek real change—transformation—for ourselves and for others—moving every day 
closer to our better realization of our encounter with Christ in the poor we serve. Living our Rule requires 
embracing transformative cultural beliefs about what it means to be a Vincentian. In this issue, The Visitor 
focuses on our Society’s cultural beliefs: Spiritual Growth; One Society; Servant Leaders; Today’s Society; 
Embrace Accountability; Inclusive Planning; and Advocate for Justice. In each area, we might ask ourselves, 
“How can I better live our Rule?”  –Paul Starkey, Sacramento Council President 
 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH.  I grow in holiness through my prayer, Vincentian service, and leadership. 
We “journey together towards holiness.” (Rule 1:2.2.) On August 5, the Sacramento Council held its third 
Ozanam Orientation of the year, with the focus on spiritual growth, at St. Dominic Conference in Benicia. 
At the well-attended event, presenters included: Dot O’Connor (Introduction); Kevin Roddy (Our Society’s 
Story); Dcn. Joe O’Donnell (Vincentian Spirituality); Judy Dietlein (Conference Life); Paul Starkey 
(Understanding Poverty); and Dave and Libby Burmester (Home Visits). [Photos on Facebook.] Every 
active member of the Society is encouraged and required to attend the Ozanam Orientation at least once 
every five years. The Council will offer another opportunity for spiritual growth at our annual Day of 
Reflection and third annual Fellowship Breakfast on September 9 at St. Anthony, Florin Conference, 
celebrating the feast day of our Society’s Founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam.  
 
ONE SOCIETY. I contribute to the success of our Vincentian work when I support ONE Society. 
“The entire Society is a true and unique worldwide community of Vincentian friends.” (Rule 
1:3.3.) Perhaps the best image for the notion of ONE SOCIETY is our upcoming 10th Annual 
Friends of the Poor® Walk in September. Vincentians across the United States, in solidarity 
with all Vincentians and the poor we serve, will hold Walk events. In the greater Sacramento 
region, we have scheduled Walks in Sacramento, Vallejo, Lincoln, Chico, and Weed. This 
year, under the leadership of GiGi Bellocci, the Sacramento Council Walk at McKinley Park 
on September 23 will support our Youth & Young Adult Vincentian programs. Please 
generously support the Walk in your area or the Council Walk. Find more information here 
or at www.svdp-sacramento.org. Conference President Kevin Darr recently described the 
idea of ONE SOCIETY in how Amador County Conference is twinning with a new conference 
in Angel's Camp (Stockton Diocese) “to help them get started with procedures with home 
visits, returning client phone calls and various other procedures/guidelines.” 
 
SERVANT LEADERS. I develop myself and others to become Servant Leaders. 
“Following Christ’s example, the Presidents at all levels of the Society endeavor to be servant leaders.” 
(Rule 1:3.11.) With the start of new Vincentian year on October 1, the leadership of the Society is in 
transition. At the National Assembly this month [photos on Facebook], we saw the introduction of new 
leadership at the National level and the formal commissioning of new officers: Ralph Middlecamp, 
National President-Elect, and John Hallissy, Western Region Vice President-Elect, as well as Judy Dietlein, 
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Seeking Charity & Justice 
Help Us Help Others   SVDP Thrift Store, 2275 Watt Avenue, Sacramento (916) 972-1212 

 

President-Elect of the Sacramento Diocesan Council, who will serve as a voting member of the National 
Council. Districts conducted elections with new and continuing servant leaders in place: Brendan Butler 
(North); Ron Morin (Placer); Marion Bishop (Sacramento East); Rich Kocher (Metro); Danny Camarena 
(South Sacramento/Elk Grove); Venus De Coy (Yolo); and Joe Alves (Solano). Local conference leadership 
is also in transition with the election of new conference presidents. We thank all our servant leaders! 
 
TODAY’S SOCIETY. I strengthen the Society by embracing new and diverse ideas and people.e. 
“No work is foreign to the Society.” (Rule 1:1.3.) In our day-to-day charity work, we can lose 
sight that we, as Vincentians, are part of an international Society, a worldwide “network of 
charity”—as envisioned by Blessed Frederic. The recent storms in the Gulf of Mexico remind 
us of our international mission of charity—relief efforts have begun and will continue! Charity 
knows no boundaries. Working with other councils, the Sacramento Council’s disaster relief 
efforts, led by Kevin Darr, include ongoing responses to past years’ devastating fires in 
Northern California. Through our Sacramento Thrift Store, we embrace the Vincentian theme 
“Welcoming the Stranger” and work with Sacamento Food Bank and Family Services to help 
provide beds for refugee re-location assistance. Brian and Ana Dineen lead a new jail ministry 
effort in Solano District. This is TODAY’S SOCIETY.  Learn more at Ministry Days, September 29-30. 
 
EMBRACE ACCOUNTABILITY. I build a strong Society by holding myself and others accountable to our 
Mission, the Essential Elements, and good Governance. (Rule 3: Statute 5.) 
Accountability includes, among other things, faithful adherence to our Rule; integrity in all actions; 
transparency and reporting, including annual reports; training; frequent communication; and good 
governance. Member resources to help conferences are available on line.  
 
INCLUSIVE PLANNING. I foster ownership by involving membership in planning and decision making. 
At least once a year, councils and conferences “must evaluate their service to the members, to the poor.” 
(Rule 3, Statute 22.)  For a guide, the Sacramento Council has developed a checklist for conferences.   
 
ADVOCATE  JUSTICE. I advocate with the poor for just policies and practices at local and national levels. 
“When they cannot [speak for themselves], the Society must speak on behalf of those who are ignored.” 
(Rule 1: 7.5.) Attending the Homeless Summit with Bishop Jaime Soto in Sacramento in August were 
Michael Carroll, Alanna Butterworth, Richard Hernandez, Venus De Coy ,and other Vincentians. Our 
“good guy” lobbyists, David and Cher Gonzalez, help us advocate through the Voice of the Poor. Solano 
Council District President Joe Alves continues to monitor a city ordinance in Fairfield that would restrict 
feeding of the hungry. 
 

Council and Conference News. ÈLet’s shop! 
It’s HOLIDAY SEASON at our Thrift Store. And we 
need volunteers! ÈRaise charity $$$ for your 
conference! Learn how: Join the Sacramento 
Diocesan Council Walk today!  ÈOctober 7, Holy 
Spirit, Sacramento Shred Event. ÈDecember 3, 

Top Hat Dinner. ÈSVdP at Ministry Days! ÈVisit 
our SVdP display at The Catholic Store. 
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